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What is the rationale of a typology of signs? As Peirce's typology (the richest and more elaborate 
we have) shows us, it could serve as a network of links between both different areas and different 
levels of  „mental“, that is, cognitive and agential in a broad sense, processes.  We are proposing a 
similar principle of typology that differs from Peirce's system in two substantial respects. Firstly, it  
is six-itemed (“sextet”) rather than trichotomic (this allows to extend the applicability of semiotics 
and  to  cover   additional  aspects  of  the  semiotic  phenomena);  Peirce's  trichotomic  principle  is 
reinterpreted as concerning the items 3, 4, and 5 in our sextets.  Secondly, it avoids restrictions on 
combinations of typological traits since traits from different typological sets adapt to each other.  

For example, action goes in six types and levels:
1) zero action, indistinguishable from just being, the background of any action as its lowest 

level and ultimate tool
2) tracking action, following one's environment or imitating some other agent
3) functional action, exercising a skill
4) goal-oriented action, striving for a goal
5) action proper, confronting oneself with the very real world, rather than models of it (striving 

for an “indescribable goal”)
6) result action, transcending oneself such as one knows oneself  (there is no understandable 

link between the action and its result)    
Here the types and levels of action differ according to the degree of intensity of action. The higher 
the item, the less the action is a tool for a purpose rather than realizing the purpose. This sextet  
extends to the extreme the contrast between between action as a mere tool for an outer purpose 
(item 3) and action as striving for a describable goal (item 4).  The above items also correspond to 
strategies to be chosen according to the intensity of the need that motivates the action. They also 
correspond to stages of action (3. training, 4. planning, 5. action proper, 6. result). 

In an analogous manner, series of sign types can be composed. One of them concerns types of 
meaning corresponding to levels of speech and goes as follows (here 'sign' and 'meaning' are taken 
in an original, generalizing way):

1) zero-degree meaning  (no meaning outside the signs, phonetic level)
2) repetitional meaning (depends on phonological repeatability of expressions) 
3) categorial meaning (involving vocabulary and grammatical categories)
4) referential meaning
5) poetical meaning (meanings realized with the indispensable help of language)
6) mystical meaning (untrackable link with the meaning) 
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